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Join the design race for a stable climate

Global Climate Geodesign Competition

Updated 20 January 2026

1 The Challenge

We invite submissions of urban, regional or national designs that have the specific and systematic
aim to help stabilize the climate in measurable ways. These may be designs and plans that are
already prepared, under development, or specially produced for this competition. The most climate-
stabilizing projects with the greatest qualities in function, resilience and amenity will be awarded.

The ways in which we treat lands and seas has a powerfully destabilizing impact on the global
climate, by contributing to the excessive build-up of climate-forcing gases. The Global Climate
Geodesign Competition (GCGC) aims to help halt, even reverse this. It celebrates spatial measures
designed to end greenhouse gas emissions and safeguard ecosystems, lowering CO, concentrations
and slowing ocean acidification.

You are ecouraged to use our application to help guide and evaluate your design. You can present
any physical and spatial plan or design that you have devised for a neighbourhood, city, region or
nation: a spatial design devised to maximise climate benefits, along with ways to measure and
guantify it. Here we encourage you also to explore our special climate action application, the GC App.
Its central focus is to help you see every planning decision and spatial design choice as potentially
stabilizing the global climate, by engaging in projects that maximize a territory’s climate assets and
liabilities: agriculture, forestry, industry, settlements, transportation, terrestrical water systems, as
well as oceans and coastal ecosystems. App access will be provided shortly after you are enrolled.

2 Milestones

Key competition dates

15 June 2026 Submission deadline (upload window opens on 15 May)

13-17 July 2026 Final presentation and awards ceremony >
Esri User Conference 2026, San Diego

! Date aligned with the end of the UNFCCC COP 30, 10-21 November 2025 in Belém, Brazil
’ Winning entries may be featured at COP31 proceedings, 9-20 Noember, in Antalya, Tiirkiye
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3 Hosts and support

The GCGC is hosted by the International Geodesign Collaboration (IGC) through the University of
Minnesota (UMN) and Liechtenstein Institute for Strategic Development (LISD) with support by
Environmental Systems Research Institute (Esri).

Secretariat

UMN and LISD act as Joint Secretariat, with UMN providing the enrolment and organisational

management, and LISD scientific and technical climate action content, direction and vetting support.

4 Entry categories and criteria

The GCGC brings together university students, professionals and organizations to develop spatial
concepts for stabilizing the global climate through spatial local, regional and national actions.

4.1 Categories, or areas of emphasis

Submissions can be made in several categories:

¢ (Cities and regions

e Countries * and bioregions

* Unions and groups of countries *

* Coastal and marine areas, maritime regions, Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) and the High
Seas, or Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ)

4.2 Qualitative assessment criteria
All submissions will be judged on their excllence in a) functionality, b) resilience and c) amenity.

Functionality is the degree to which the project performs well against a set of functional
performance criteria.

Resilience is the degree to which the project is equipped to help resist climate change and other
pressures on habitabilty and community viability.

Amenity is the degree to which the design project promises to enhance and secure the special
beauty, comfort and fit of a place, community or region.

4.3 Quantitative assessment via our emissions attribution reference method

For those who apply our Spatial Climate Action system® and App we quantify the combined positive
climate impact of your climate actions in both absolute and baseline-referenced ways. This dual
assessment method is based on reliable, annually updated global emission data sources, and
described under separate cover.

® Countries are encouraged to enter as NDC associated participants in the national spatial climate action category

4 Groups of countries are encouraged to enter as NDC associated participants in the national spatial climate action category
(NDCP/UMN/LISD/Esri 2025)

® Devised by LISD

A
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5 Eligibility and submission steps

5.1 Establish your eligbility

University-based and other non-commercial entities are eligible, subject to terms and conditions. You
can enter as a university-based individual, team, class or studio — and are encouraged to connect to a
wider multidisciplinary team with diverse expertise. Generally, the International Geodesign
Collaboration (IGC) admission criteria are used as eligibility criterion. However the organizers will
apply their own and final judgment.

5.2 Register with the competition platform

If you are not already enrolled, you are invited to qualify to become a member of the International
Geodesign Collaboration (IGC) as a condition to entering and joining the GCGC. Create inititial
proposal descriptions of no more than 250 words in length, define your site area that can be any size
or scale, and specify the location.

5.3 Advance your proposal

Apply spatial climate change mitigating measures to address a specific global challenge, using
available geographic data and digital tools. You are encouraged to apply the GCGC App, optimized for
Climate Action scenario building and assessment. Proposal definition is entirely in your hands. You
can engage in a new project, or recast an existing plan for submission. During the Geodesign Summit
at Redlands, California, we will review work in progress. This is an open forum in which all active
participants present their ideas and work in progress for discussion — online or physically in person.

Elements for this submission can be generated via the GC App, or in any way you choose. This
includes baseline data and transparent calculation formulas.

5.4 Submit your project: submission requirements and deadline
To be submitted are three digital pages that are also printable as vertical Al posters:

a) general concept and thematic approach;
b) geospatial designs, plans, annotations and views;
c) technical information, quantified representation and calculations of climate outcomes.

Submit your or your team's proposals through the designated platform for consideration and
examination as early as 15 May 2026 but no later than 15 June 2026. The platform details will be
announced separately to all registered entrants. It will open for submissions on 15 May 2026 in
Kiribati, 00:01 UTC+14, and remain open until midnight on the 15 June 2026, 23:59 UTC-11:00,
American Samoa and Niue time.
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6 Jury

Professor Dieter Genske
Spatial typology and energy expert
University of Nordhausen, Germany

Professor Carmen de Jong
Geohydrologist and sustainable water expert
University of Strasbourg, France

Dr. Panos Mantziaras
The Ecological Transition Workshop
Director, Braillard Foundation, Geneva, Switzerland

Professor William Moomaw
Global forest ecosystem expert
Woodwell Climate Research Center, Maine, USA

Dr. Dawn Wright
Geographer and oceanographer
Esri Chief Scientist

IGC

\\\\\\\\\

LISD

LIECHTENSTEIN INSTITUTE FOR
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT
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7 Terms and conditions

By proceeding with your registration and submission, you acknowledge that you have read,
understood, and agree to be bound by all the Terms and Conditions below.

1. Introduction & Organizers

The Global Climate Geodesign Competition (GCGC) (hereinafter "the Competition") is hosted and administered by the
International Geodesign Collaboration (IGC) as represented by the University of Minnesota (UMN), and the Liechtenstein
Institute for Strategic Development (LISD), with support by Esri ("the Organizers"). The Competition is scheduled to run
from 24 November 2025 through 16 July 2026. By registering for and submitting an entry to the Competition, you (the
"Participant” or "You") irrevocably agree to be bound by these Terms and Conditions in their entirety. Participation is free
of charge.

2. Eligibility
2.1 The Competition is open to academic institutions, non-profit research organizations, and public sector agencies.

2.2 Commercial entities and for-profit organizations are strictly ineligible to participate. The Organizers' determination of
membership status and commercial character is final and binding.

2.3 Employees, officers, directors, and immediate family members of the Organizers are not eligible to participate.
3. Intellectual Property & Attribution

3.1 Copyright in Competition Name and Materials: The name "Global Climate Geodesign Competition (GCGC)," the
overarching Competition concept, structure, and all official materials produced by LISD for the Organizers for the
Competition (including but not limited to briefs, logos, datasets, methods and software frameworks) are the sole and
exclusive property of the Liechtenstein Institute for Strategic Development (LISD), licensed without burden or restriction to
its consortium partners for the duration and purpose of the Competition.

3.2 Participant's Submission: Participants retain copyright to the original content they create and submit as part of their
Competition entry ("the Submission").

3.3 License Grant to Organizers: By entering the Competition, each Participant grants the Organizers a perpetual,
worldwide, non-exclusive, royalty-free, sublicensable license to use, reproduce, distribute, display, and create derivative
works of the Submission for any non-commercial purpose related to the promotion, documentation, and educational
activities of the Competition and the Organizers' missions. This includes, but is not limited to, publication in reports, on
websites, in promotional materials, and in academic publications. Copyright and source are always to be attributed clearly.

3.4 Mandatory Acknowledgement: Any publication, presentation, or dissemination of the Submission, in whole or in part,
by the Participant must include the following prominent acknowledgment: "This work was developed as an entry for the
Global Climate Geodesign Competition (GCGC), hosted by the International Geodesign Collaboration, University of
Minnesota, Liechtenstein Institute for Strategic Development, with support from Esri."

3.5 All participants are bound by the provisions of the GC Participants Agreement accepted through the Registration Form.

4. Competition Process & Judging

4.1 The Organizers reserve the right to modify the Competition schedule, structure, or any other aspect of the Competition
at any time at their sole discretion.

4.2 All Submissions will be evaluated by a jury selected by the Organizers ("the Jury"). The judging criteria will be published
separately by the Organizers.

4.3 The selection of winners and the allocation of any awards are at the sole and absolute discretion of the Jury and the
Organizers. All decisions are final and binding. No correspondence or appeals regarding the results will be entertained.
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5. Disclaimer of Liability & Warranties

5.1 No Guarantees: The Competition and any potential awards are provided on an "as is" basis. The Organizers make no
warranties, explicit or implied, regarding the Competition, including but not limited to warranties of merchantability, fitness
for a particular purpose, or non-infringement.

5.2 Limitation of Liability: To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Organizers, their affiliates, and their respective
officers, directors, employees, and agents shall not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, consequential, or
punitive damages, or any loss of profits or revenues, whether incurred directly or indirectly, or any loss of data, use,
goodwill, or other intangible losses, resulting from:

(a) Your access to, use of, or inability to access or use the Competition materials, platforms or services;
(b) Any conduct or content of any third party related to the Competition;

(c) Any unauthorized access, use, or alteration of your Submission;

(d) The evaluation, selection, or non-selection of any Submission;

(e) The modification, suspension, or termination of the Competition.

5.3 Participant Responsibility: Participants are solely responsible for the content of their Submissions and represent and
warrant that their Submissions are their original work, do not infringe upon any third party's intellectual property rights,
and comply with all applicable laws and regulations.

6. Indemnification

By participating you agree to release, indemnify, and hold harmless the Organizers, their affiliates, and their respective
officers, directors, employees, and agents from and against any and all claims, liabilities, damages, obligations, losses, and
expenses (including reasonable legal fees) arising out of or in any way connected with: (a) your breach of these Terms and
Conditions; (b) your Submission; (c) your participation in the Competition; or (d) your violation of any law or the rights of a
third party.

7. General Provisions

7.1 The Organizers reserve the right to disqualify any Participant who violates these Terms and Conditions, tampers with
the entry process, or engages in fraudulent or dishonest conduct.

7.2 The Organizers reserve the right to cancel, suspend, or modify the Competition for any reason, including but not limited
to causes beyond their control that corrupt or affect the administration, security, fairness, or proper conduct of the

Competition.

7.3 These Terms and Conditions constitute the entire agreement between the Participant and the Organizers concerning
the Competition and supersede all prior agreements.

7.4 If any provision of these Terms and Conditions is deemed invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions will remain
in full force and effect.

7.5 These terms are peridoically updates. You agreed to be bound always by the most recent issue made available on the
Competition platform.

7.6 The legal path is excluded and rights to judicial settlements are waived.

By proceeding with your registration and submission, you acknowledge that you have read, understood, and agree to be
bound by all the above Terms and Conditions.
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